RACIAL ATTITUDES IN AMERICA
TRENDS AND INTERPRETATIONS

BLACK RESPONDENTS

2011 UPDATE

Table 5.5A

Affirmative action questions--government expenditures (black respondents).

1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010
Spending on Blacks (NORC)
Too little 75% 78%  69% 81% 81% 81% 70%
About right 23 18 16 16 18 29
Too much 2 4 3 2 1 1
Help Blacks (NORC)
Gov't help (1-2) 38% 51% 449, 439 44% A45% 41%
Agree with both (3) 42 36 39 42 41 43 36
No special treatment (4-5) 20 13 15 15 13 23
Federal Spending (ISR)
Increased n/a 519 63%
Same n/a 47 33
Decreased/vol: cut out n/a 2
Aid to Blacks (ISR)
Gov't help (1-3) 499,  30% 449, 429,
Mid-point (4) 23 28 24 18
Help themselves (5-7) 19 27 22 24
Not thought 9 15 10 16

Question Wording and Notes:

Note: NORC data for 2004 and 2006 are weighted
data as necessitated by changes in sampling design
in that year; all other data are unweighted.

Spending on Blacks (NORC): “We are faced with
many problems in this country, none of which
can be solved easily or inexpensively. I'm going
to name some of these problems, and for each
one I'd like you to tell me whether you think we're
spending too much money on it, too little money
on it, or about the right amount of money ... Im-
proving the conditions of blacks. Are we spending
too much, too little, or about the right amount on
improving the conditions of blacks?

1. Too Much

2. Too Little

3. About the right amount

Help Blacks (NORC): “Some people think that Af-
rican Americans have been discriminated against
for so long that the government has a special
obligation to help improve their living standards.
Others believe that the government should not
be giving special treatment to African Americans.
Where would you place yourself on this scale, or
haven’t you made up your mind on this?” (Show
card)

1. | strongly agree the government is obligated to

help blacks

2.

3. | agree with both answers
4

5. | strongly agree that government shouldn’t give
special treatment
8. Don’t know



Table 5.5A (CONTINUED) Aid to Blacks (ISR): “Some people feel that the
Affirmative action questions--government expendi- government in Washington should make every
tures (black respondents). possible effort to improve the social and economic

position of blacks. Others feel that the govern-
Federal Spending (ISR): “If you had a say in mak-  ment should not make any special effort to help
ing up the federal budget this year, for which pro- blacks because they should help themselves.

grams would you like to see spending increased Where would you place yourself on this scale, or
and for which would you like to see spending haven’t you thought much about this?” (Show card
decreased? Should federal spending on programs  with 7-point scale.) Data for 1998 were collected
that assist blacks be increased, decreased, or by both telephone and face-to-face interviews.

kept about the same?”
1. Government should help blacks
1. Increased 2
2. Decreased 3
3. Same 4
4. Volunteered “cut out entirely” 5

6

7. Blacks should help themselves
0. Haven't thought much about this
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