
Policy Experts

A guide to Illinois’ premier policy analysis 
sources, including leading experts on state, 

local, and national issues, including:

Health Care Policy
Taxation

Fiscal Regulation
Educational Policy

Energy Policy
Leadership

Elections & Politics
Housing

Media



About the Institute
The Institute of Government and Public Affairs seeks to improve 
public policy and government performance by producing and distribut-
ing cutting-edge research and analysis of issues and providing 
opportunities that enlighten and educate elected offi cials, students and 
the general public. The institute was created in 1947 by resolution of the 
Illinois General Assembly.

IGPA is distinct among premier policy research units because of its 
dedication to public service. Its work not only advances knowledge 
but also provides practical assistance to government and public policy 
makers. The faculty and professionals at IGPA are dedicated to respond-
ing rapidly to the challenges facing society and assisting government to 
meet those challenges. They are also out front with innovative research, 
cutting-edge education, pragmatic training, and informed consultation. 
IGPA faculty hold joint appointments with departments such as political 
science, economics, public health, and sociology.

IGPA focuses on critical issues in governance, health policy, public 
fi nance, race and public policy, and social policy. These programs, along 
with our study centers, foster research and programs of public engage-
ment that further IGPA’s goal to enhance government’s ability to serve 
the public good by having a thorough understanding of policy issues.

IGPA has four study centers: the Center for Prevention Research and 
Development (CPRD); the Center for Technology and Public Policy 
(CTPP); the Offi ce of Public Leadership (OPL); and the Regional Insti-
tute for Community Policing (RICP). These centers concentrate on spe-
cifi c policy areas and develop training and programs to meet the needs of 
elected leaders, government offi cials and private-sector leaders.

IGPA also forges partnerships with civic organizations and state           
associations to open policy discussion to a broader audience beyond 
government and academia.

Assistant Professor of Economics & Labor 
and Industrial Relations, Urbana
Contact: 312-996-9860 or 217-333-4295. 
Email: lubotsky@illinois.edu.

Darren Lubotsky joined the IGPA faculty in 
August 2008. He has been a faculty member 
at the Urbana-Champaign campus since 
2002, holding appointments in the Depart-
ment of Economics and the School of Labor 
and Employment Relations.

Expertise: Early childhood education; demographics and immigrant 
populations.

Social Policy

Darren H. Lubotsky



Robert F. Rich

Professor Rich is in his second tenure 
as director of the Institute of Govern-
ment and Public Aff airs. He also led the 
institute from 1986 to 1997. He is also a 

faculty member in the College of Medicine, the Political Science 
Department, and the College of Law.

Professor Rich has been named a “Permanent Fellow” in the 
European Center for the Comparative Government and Public 
Policy. This center is funded by the Humboldt University, the 
Technical University, and the Free University of Berlin. He re-
ceived his BA from Oberlin College and his MA and PhD from 
the University of Chicago. Before arriving at Illinois, Dr. Rich was 
on the faculty at the University of Michigan, Princeton University 
and Carnegie-Melon University.

Expertise: Community Health; Health Care Policy and Regula-
tion; Medicaid/Medicare; Prescription Drugs; Universal Health 
Insurance Access; Campaign Finance; Energy Policy; Human 
Resources and Human Resource Management; Leadership, Pub-
lic Service and Public Engagement; Politics, Political Campaigns, 
Elections and Polls; State Government/Legislation/Legislative 
Process; Education/Education Funding/Education Policy.

Social Policy

Rachel Gordon

Elizabeth Powers
Associate Professor of Economics, Urbana. 
Contact: 217-244-4818 or 217-333-4828. 
Email: epowers@illinois.edu.

Prior to joining the University of Illinois in 
1996, Dr. Powers was an economist with 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland and 
a junior staff  economist with President 
George H.W. Bush’s Council of Economic                                                  
Advisers.

Expertise: Economics; Child Care/Aft er-School Programs; Impact of 
Public Policy on Families; Opinion Surveys; Social Policy/Social Re-
search; Welfare/Welfare Reform.

Associate Professor of Sociology, Chicago. 
Contact: 312-413-0295 or 312-413-3857.        
Email: ragordon@uic.edu.

Dr. Gordon chairs the Illinois Family Impact 
Seminar, an annual briefi ng for state legisla-
tors on family policy issues. She is on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Marriage 
and Family.

Expertise: Child Care/Aft er-School Programs; Demographics/Immigrant 
Populations; Early Childhood Education; Impact of Public Policy on 
Families; Social Policy/Social Research; Welfare

Director and Professor, Chicago and 
Urbana. Contact: 217-244-8550 or 312-
996-8550. Email: rfrich@uillinois.edu.



Governance

Brian J. Gaines 

Michael Cheney
Senior Fellow, Urbana.
Contact: 217-244-4824 or 217-553-4163.
Email: mrcheney@uillinois.edu.

Cheney taught at Rutgers College from 1977-
1981 and at Drake University. In 1988, he be-
came the Dean of the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at Drake University. In 
2001, Cheney accepted the position of Provost 

and Vice Chancellor for Academic Aff airs at the University of Illinois at 
Springfi eld. Cheney received his PhD from The Ohio State University. 
He joined IGPA in 2005.

Professor of Political Science, Urbana.       
Contact: 217-333-44367 or 650-283-2214.
Email: bjgaines@illinois.edu.

Professor Gaines joined the University of 
Illinois in 1995, immediately aft er receiving 
his PhD from Stanford University. He was a 
visiting professor at the Department of Ap-
plied Economics at the Catholic University of 

Leuven, in Belgium. And he has served on two 
Royal Commissions in his native Canada.

Expertise: Campaign Finance; Politics, Political Campaigns, Elections 
and Polls; Race and Politics; State Government/Legislation/Legislative 
Process.

Race and Public Policy
Cedric Herring

Maria Krysan

Professor of Sociology, Chicago. 
Contact: 312-413-0296 or 312-413-3761. 
E-mail: herring@uic.edu.

Professor Herring conducted “The Health 
and Economic Conditions Survey” for the Il-
linois Department of Public Health. In 2004, 
he was the author of “Bleaching Out the 
Color Line: The Skin Color Continuum and 
the Tripartite Model of Race,” which ap-

peared in Race and Society, the offi  cial journal of the Association of Black 
Sociologists.

Expertise: Civil Rights; Racial Att itudes, Discrimination and Equality; 
Race and Politics; Demographics/Immigrant Populations; Opinion Sur-
veys; Social Policy/Social Research.

Associate Professor of Sociology, Chicago. 
Contact: 312-996-6191 or 312-996-5575. 
E-mail: krysan@uic.edu.

Professor Krysan is co-author of the book 
Racial Att itudes in America: Trends and In-
terpretations (Harvard University Press, 
Revised Edition, 1997). She is a principal 
investigator on an NSF-funded grant, “Col-
laborative Research on Race and Rust Belt 

Revitalization: What Determines Who Lives Where?” 

Expertise: Racial Att itudes, Discrimination and Equality; Racial Residen-
tial Segregation; Opinion Surveys.

Expertise: Education Funding/Education Policy; Politics, Political     
Campaigns, Elections and Polls; Technology’s Role in Public Policy.



Christopher Mooney

James H. Kuklinski

Governance

Professor of Political Science, Urbana.      
Contact: 217-244-7983 or 217-333-9589.   
Email: kuklinsk@illinois.edu.

Professor Kuklinski is the Matt hew T. Mc-
Clure Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and is a political psychologist and special-
ist in the philosophy of research design and 
methods. Dr. Kuklinski curently serves on 

the editorial board of the journal Political Behavior. He has testifi ed be-
fore Congress on the social and economic aspects of affi  rmative action. 

Expertise: Campaign Finance; Illinois Constitution; Politics, Political 
Campaigns, Elections and Polls; State Government/Legislation/Legisla-
tive Process; Race and Politics; Opinion Surveys.

Professor of Political Science, Springfi eld. 
Contact: 217-206-6573. 
Email: cmoon1@uis.edu.

Professor Mooney joined IGPA in 2004. He 
has been on the faculty at UIS since 1999. In 
2000, he founded the scholarly journal, State 
Politics and Policy Quarterly and was its editor 
until 2007.

Expertise: Politics, Political Campaigns, Elections and Polls; State Gov-
ernment/Legislation/Legislative Process; Race and Politics.

Don Fullerton

Professor of Finance, Urbana
Contact: 217-244-0639 or 217-244-3621. 
Email: dfullert@illinois.edu

Dr. Fullerton spent 14 years as Addison 
Baker Duncan Centennial Professor of 
Economics at the University of Texas 
before joining IGPA and the U of I in 2008. 
He also served on the faculty at Carnegie-

Mellon University, the University of Virginia and Princeton University. 
Dr. Fullerton served in the Treasury Department from 1985-87, during  
debate on the Tax Reform Act of 1986.

Expertise: Energy policy; Economics; Taxation; Finance.

Public Finance



Kent Redfi eld

Governance

Professor of Political Science (Retired), 
Springfi eld. 
Contact: 217-206-6572 or 217-971-8691. 
Email: kredfl @uis.edu.

Since 1997, Redfi eld has served as the direc-
tor of the Sunshine Project, a campaign 
fi nance project fund by the Joyce Founda-
tion. He received his PhD from Washington 

State University in 1975 and joined the faculty of then-Sangamon State 
University in 1979.
 
Expertise: Campaign Finance; Politics, Political Campaigns, Elections 
and Polls; State Government/Legislation/Legislative Process.

Daniel P. McMillen

David F. Merriman

Professor of Economics, Urbana. 
Contact: 312-996-6189 or 312-413-2100. 
Email: mcmillen@uic.edu.

Dr. McMillen is editor of the journal Re-
gional and Urban Economics, and has served 
on the editorial boards of the Journal of 
Urban Economics, the Journal of Economic 
Geography, Growth and Change, the Journal 
of Real Estate Literature, and the Journal of                                                    

Housing Economics.

Expertise: Economics; Economic Development; Tax Increment Financing; 
Urban/Suburban Development.

Public Finance

Professor of Public Administration, Chi-
cago. Contact: 312-996-1381 or 312-915-6071. 
Email: dmerrim@uic.edu.

Aft er 20 years at Loyola University of Chi-
cago, Professor Merriman joined the faculty 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago as a 
Professor of Public Administration in the 
College of Urban Planning and Public Ad-

ministration in 2007. He has been part of the IGPA faculty since 1996.

Expertise: Economics; Economic Development; Property Taxes; Medic-
aid/Medicare; State Budget and Taxes; Tax Increment Financing; Urban/
Suburban Development; Welfare/Welfare Reform



Robert Kaestner

Lorens Helmchen

Health Policy

Assistant Professor of Health Policy and 
Administration, Chicago.
Contact: 312-996-1643 or 312-996-8350. 
Email: helmchen@uic.edu.

Dr. Helmchen’s research focuses on the op-
timal design of provider reimbursement and 
quality-revelation mechanisms in health care 
delivery. In 2005, Dr. Helmchen co-authored 

the “Analysis of the State Reimbursement Levels Awarded to Mental 
Health and Developmentally Disabled Community Providers,” which 
was commissioned by the Illinois General Assembly.

Expertise: Health Behaviors; Health Care, Policy and Regulation; Medi-
cal Malpractice; Prescription Drugs.

Professor of Economics, Chicago.             
Contact: 312-996-8227. 
Email: kaestner@uic.edu.

Robert Kaestner is a Professor in the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Chicago’s Department 
of Economics and joined IGPA in 2001. He 
is also a Research Associate for the National 
Bureau of Economic Research.

Expertise: Community Health; Health Behaviors; Health Care, Policy 
and Regulation; Medicaid/Medicare; Medical Malpractice; Prescription 
Drugs; Universal Health Insurance Access.

Geoff rey J.D. Hewings
Professor of Economics, Urbana. 
Contact: 217-333-4740 or 312-320-3460 
Email: hewings@illinois.edu.

Dr. Hewings heads the Regional Economics 
Applications Laboratory and is currently 
working on the development of the Illinois 
Economic Observatory, which will analyze 
the Illinois economy.

Expertise: Economics; Economic Climate/Employment/Unemployment; 
Economic Development.

J. Fred Giertz
Professor of Economics, Urbana.
Contact: 217-333-0120 or 217-244-4822
E-mail: jgiertz@illinois.edu

Dr. Giertz has consulted with a number of 
state agencies and writes frequently on the 
Illinois budget and general economic issues 
in publications such as State Tax Notes and 
the Central Illinois Business Magazine and 

compiles the U of I Flash Index, a monthly 
indicator of the Illinois economy. 

Expertise: Economics; Taxation; Public Pensions; Fiscal Policy

Public Finance



Anthony T. Lo Sasso
Associate Professor of Health Policy and 
Administration, Chicago. 
Contact: 312-413-1312. 
Email: losasso@uic.edu.

Dr. Lo Sasso joined IGPA in August 2007. 
He recently completed a project funded 
by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
HCFO Initiative examined how the avail-
ability of safety net health care services 

aff ected the willingness of fi rms to off er health insurance and the will-
ingness of employees to take-up health insurance when it is off ered. He 
received his PhD in economics from Indiana University in 1996.

Expertise: Health Care Policy and Regulation; Medicaid/Medicare; 
Medical Malpractice; Prescription Drugs; Universal Health Insurance 
Access.

Health Policy

Nathan B. Anderson

Richard F. Dye

Public Finance

Assistant Professor of Economics, Chicago.
Contact: 312-413-1385. Email: nba@uic.edu.

Nathan Anderson joined the Institute of 
Government and Public Aff airs in 2006. He 
is also an Assistant Professor in the De-
partment of Economics at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. Anderson is currently 
working on understanding the motivations 
for limiting local taxing powers.

Expertise: Economics; Property Taxes; Urban/Suburban Development.

Professor of Economics, Chicago. 
Contact: 312-996-7644. 
Email: rfdye@uic.edu.

Professor Dye’s administrative experience 
includes four years as chair of the Depart-
ment of Economics and Business at Lake 
Forest College and a year as president 
of the Illinois Economic Association. He 
also taught at Bowdoin College and was a 

research economist at the Social Security Administration under a Brook-
ings Institution Economic Policy Fellowship.

Expertise: Economic Development; Property Taxes; Tax Increment Fi-
nancing; Urban/Suburban Development.


