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Biography: 
 
Dr. Charles Smith supervises the development of curriculum, training, publications, 
assessment tools, and research related to the youth-level participatory learning approach. 
Previously Dr. Smith was a research associate at High/Scope where his primary focus was 
on organizational learning and assessment related to instructional practices. His policy 
interests include youth development, civic education, early childhood education, and the 
history of adult education systems. Dr. Smith's current research includes observational 
assessment methodology and modeling experience-outcome relationships.  
 
Dr. Smith holds a B.A. in history, an M.A. in American politics, and a Ph.D. in public policy 
from Wayne State University. His content knowledge includes youth policy, experiential 
learning, civic education, the history of adult education policy, and early childhood education 
policy. During his decade at Wayne State, Dr. Smith helped to develop and implement the 
Youth Urban Agenda Civic Literacy Project. 
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